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FAGES SECRECY ISSUE

'The Need to Protect lntelhgence

Sources_-l; Complxcatlng Job -
 Of Special Senate Inquiry

By JUDITH MILLER . ~.»'

. i"7 SpecialtoTheNew York Times
WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 — The need to
protect sources of intelligence informa-
tion is complicating a special Senate sub-
committee’s investigation of Billy Car-

_ter’s involvement with the Libyan Gov-
accordmg to Congressxonal'

ermment,
aides. .

Senator Rxchard G Lugar, Repubhca.n

" of Indiana, who is a member of the spe-
‘cial subcommittee of the Judiciary Com-

mittee as well as a member of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, said in an inter-
view, ‘‘As important as the Billy Carter
episode may be, the protection of intelli-
gence'sources and metheds in this inquiry
is of far greater national significance.” .
Senator Lugar said an intelligence sub-
committee had been formed to screen

- material for members of the special ju-

diciary panel, who may find limits on the
information they can ' make public about
the Carter case w1thout exposmg mtelh-
gence sources.

Inthe Billy Carter case, mtelhgence in-
formation. played a- vital role at least
twice: in March, when Zbigniew Brzezin-
ski, President Carter’s national security
adviser, spoke to Billy Carter about his
efforts to secure Libyan oil for an Ameri-
can oil company; and in May, when At-
torney General Benjamin R. Civiletti was
informed “through intelligence sources

‘that Mr. Carter had ;‘ecexved a payment

from the Libyans,: /%
" »¢. Concern AboutBrzezinski Rol .

"What Mr. Brzezinski actually told Bxlly
Carter is unclear, but. there is concern
among senior intelligence officials that
sources of intelligence may have  been
inadvertently compromised. The White
House disclosed - last month that Mr.

-Brzezinski telephoned Billy - Carter in

March after reading an intelligence re-
port that the President’s brother was at-

NEW YORK TIMES
L AUGUST 1989

-2-+Jody Powell, the thte House press

wiretaps. The United States,_primarily

tempting.to help the Charter Oil Com-

STAT

pany obtain increased allocations of
Libyan oil. Billy Carter initially said in
an interview that Mr. Brzezinski had told
him that the source of the report was “‘in-
telligence’’ information, though he later
said. that Mr. Bmezm;kl hau not men-
tioned the source.

secretary, said ‘that Mr. Brzezinski, in his
conversation with Billy Carter had
*‘couched his comments about the partic-
ular report in somewhat general terms
because he was dealing with information
from a sensitive source.” -

The subcommittee- must determine
how Mr. Brzezinski learned that the indi-
vidual involved in the prospective oil deal
was Billy. Carter, since intelligence re-
ports.to White House oificials.do not nor-)
mally contain the names of private citi-
zens. And the panel must determine what
Mr. Brzezinski said, if anything, about i
the source of the information. ~ :

Slmxlarly, Attorney General Clvﬂem
learned in May that the Libyan Govern- |
ment had paid $220,000 to Billy Carter, At |

‘a news conference last month, Mr. Civi- |-

letti said that the Department had ob-
tained its information from a ‘‘particu-
lar, lawful and legitimate source, which I
am not able to discuss.”.

. Problem With r.*xpanded Inquiry

The subcommittee -‘'must determine
whether the information provided to Mr.
Civiletti was ngen even lnadvertently, 1
to anyone else,

In addition, the expansxon of the Senate
investigation to include a study of United

States-Libyan relations means that intel-  American policy.
ligence information may eventually put |

the subcommittee in a position to identify
Senators and members of the House and
state and local officials who have ac-
cepted campaign contributions from the
Libyan Government or who are believed
tohaveother ties toiit.

The problem would then take on addi-
tional political overtones. Legislators are
usually reluctant to embarrass their col-
leagues through such investigations, but
if they do not use the information, they
face possible charges of a cover-up. And
if they name individuals,’ questions are
raised about oompromlsmg mtelhgence
sources. . . . .

‘Traditiorally, mtelhgence sources
have been among the most highly pro-
tected of the nation’s secrets. Covert in-
telligence information is usually obtained
in two ways: through agents and other
human sources, and through the elec-
tronic interception of communications
signals, generally without use of bugs or-

WITUUGET ©IF TV

uses satellites and ground stations to
monitor radio, telegraphic and telephonic
traffic throughout the world.

3 Xnte]hgence Policy Issues

The Billy Carter matter raised thresin-
telligence policy issues, initially for the
Carter Administration, and now for the
special Senate subcommittee. -

First is the question of how the intelli-

gence agencies learned of. the involve- |.

ment of Billy Carter, and perhaps of
other individuals, w1th the beyan Gov-

agencxes are supposed to destroy all}
references to private citizens, - even;
prominent private citizens, whose names
are mentioned or whose conversations
are overheard in standard mtemaence
surveillance. . - .

There is also the questwn of whether
: and in what form, intelligence agencies
passed names and information along to
the White House or Justice Depart'-'xent

Finally there is a problem of whether
the White House or Justice Department
officials have inadvertently compro-
mised sources and methods by discussing

the Libyan involvement with Billy Car-
ter, or others who were not authorized to

| receive such information.

| Senator Birch Bayh, chairman of the
ispecial committee, recently instructed
:the Senate Intelhmrce Committee,
{ which he also heads to prepare for the
‘special subcomimnittee a report on efforts
iby the Libyan Govemment to influence

“Suppose I see some mte‘hgenc mfor-
mation that X,Y and Z in the Congress
took money from the Libyans,”” Senator
Bayh said. “*That information needs to be
made available to the committee. But it

must be done in a way that doesn t reveal
sources and methods.” . - L
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